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The President’s Message and Ie-
ports of Departments.

« will be no delay in the organization of
hoth hovses of Congress to-day, and the first busi-
ness will be the appointment of & joint committee
Lo wail on the President and inform him that both
houses are in session and prepared to receive any
commnnivation he may desire to make them. The
Message will be therenpon sent to both houses and
read. Immedistely on the commencement of jts
reading it will be telegraphed to this city, and as
Boon it hes been received in full we shall pub-
Yish it in an extra edition of the Herarn, We learn
b our telegraph despatelies of last night that the
Message will be ready to be sent in to-day. Soare
all the reports of the heads of departments, with
the exception of that of the Becretary of the Trea-
sury, which will probably be ready to-morrow. All
the others we expect to publishin to-morrow morn
ing's edition. They will be read with intense in-
terest by the people of the United States.

Ther

THE SITUATION.

Affuirs on the Potomae do not assume any im-
portant character. For some days past the rebel
pickets have been showing themselves about Vienna
and Flint Hill, overlobking Fairfax Court House,
making their appearance by day and retiring at
vight. No collision, however, has occurred be-
tween them and our troops.

Nothing farther from Fort Pickens has reached
us, nor do we expect any authentic report of the
fiziit in that quarter for o day or two, when the
Connecticut will be due, with official reports to
the Navy Department at Washington,

From Missouri, Kentueky or Western Virginia
we have nothing new to report within the last
twentyv-four hours concerning the movements of
our armies.  The Third Ohio regiment, which went
into service in Western Virginia on June 1, under
Gen, Metlellan, arrived at Louisville, Ky., on the
Z7th ult,, from Cheat Mountain. They had becn
paidin full, and on their way down the Ohio river
they were met by a quartermaster who had new
uniforms for every man, They =ay they have been
rewarded  for all  their hardships, and are now
ready for an ohward moveme nt towards the rebel
camp.

A resolution was introduced in the Kentucky
House 0f Rejresentatives, on the 27th ult., requir-
ing all the able bodied male citizens of the State
between the ages of eightesn and forty-five, except
minister<, to immediatel© enro! themselves and
form military companies, for the purpose of expell-
ing the rebel invaders from the soil of Kentucky.

Anothier valuable prize arrived at the Brooklyn
Navy Yard yesterday, which was captured after a
three hougs cliase, on the 25th ult., by the steamer
Pengnin, while beading for Edisto lsland, near
Charleston, S, €. She proved to be the sehooner
Alhion, from Nassan, New Providence, laden with
& cargo worth 100,000, consisting of salt, oil, tin,
fruit, and also the suspicious articles of arms,
aomuaition, saddles pnd cavalry equipments, of
considerable importance o the rebels just now.
When bronght to by the Penguin's guns she re-
puried heesell bound for New York, from Nassau,
with fruit and salf; but npon searching her the
wdisonal cargo of contraband of war was found
@1 board The officers turn out to be citizens of
Bavanmli,

Atuone our interesting items of mews from the
Bath teday, we give o accoant from Savannah,
Fribliahied inoa Richmond paper, to the effect that,
on the W6th ultimo Commodore Tatnall, with three
pmall rebel stenmers and ope gunboat, attacked
the Union Yeet in Cockspur Roads, The engage-
ment lasted oue howr, and from forty to fifty shots
were exebanged,

This account states that failing to draw the flest
under the guns of Fort Puluski, Commodore Tt
nill withdrew, and that there are now six large
wiraspls ingide the bar, and one large frigate was
towed over the day previoue,

I4 i fuether stated by despatehes from Savannah
. the
Woarsaw, and that they are prepoaring to attack
Bart 1ol

The rebel puvatecr Mabel, taken reccatly hy

Uiion  forees had taken possession of

the sloop-of-war Dale, ss before reported, was
taken into Philadelphia ycsterday,

We publish to-day a complete list of onr soldiers
now in confinement at New Orleans. A perusal of
it will no doubt enlighten many who were up to
this time ignorant of the fate which had befallen
their missing relatives and friends in the army.

THE NHEWIS.

The first regular session of the Thirty-seventh
Congress will commence to-day in Washington, As
both houses were fully organized at the extra ses-
sion in July, very little preliminary business will
be required to be done, and the President's Mes-

will be no dangor of a dictatorial abolition fac-
tion in New York or at Washington, Its wings
will be clipped.

That Sumner abolition jubilee at Cooper In-
stitute, however, in disclosing the dangerous
ubolition afiliations of Mr. Opdyke, has done
much to open the eyes of our conservative fel-
low citizens to the renl issue before them. They
are waking up to the fact that it is nota per-
sonal issue, nor an old party issue, nor & local
issue, but an issue involving the Important
question of life or death to the Union and the
government of the United States. Since that

ange will probably be sent in about one o'clock.

United States Senator Waldo P, Johnson, of Mis-
souri, who is now serving the rebel cause in Gen.
Price’s army, will not probably make lis appear-
ance in Washington.

The United States steamer Iroquois arrived off
Curacos on the 8th of November last, with the in-
tention of entering the port; but the commander
was informed by the authorities that his vessel
could enter, but would not be permitted to remain
over forty-eight hours, except in case of distress.
The commander refused to enter under such terms,
and immediately steered away from the inhospita-
ble port.

Our correspondent in the Bahamas, dating at
Nassau, N, P., on the 25th of November, states
that that point is likely to become a very impor
tant centre of rendezvous for the British war vessels
of the North American and West India flect during
the winter. The Challenger, Bulldog and Steady
were in port, and the Jason had just arrived from
Halifax with despatches, regarded as of great mo-
ment, to Commodore Dunlop. The Commodore
was called out of ehurch in order to learn their
contents, and the Jason left in three hours on
her retnrn to Halifax. The weather was excellent
for invalids, and the hotel accommodations (con-
ducted in the New York style) very fine. It was
aaid that Prince Alfred, of England, would winter
at Nussau,

The pirates of the buccaneer Beauresard threw
overboard four thousand dollars in specie when
they were captured by the United States gunboat
W. G. Anderson, to prevent its falliug into the
hands of Captain Rogers,

Twelye fine horaes, purchased in this country hy
Prince Napoleon for the Emperor of France, will
go over on the French transport Orione, now lying
in Boston harbor,

An interesting mecting was held lnst evening in
Dr. Hague's church, corner of Madison avenue
and Thirty-first street, under the auspices of the
American Tract Society, to take into considera-
tion the moral and spiritual wants of the army of
the Unipn.  Addresses were delivered by the Rev.
Drs. Smith, Hague, Buddington and Hitcheock to
a large and appreciative sudicnee.  Before the
close of the exercises a Hherul colleetion was
taken up to further the patriotic objects of the
gociety,

The Hoard of Excise met at twelve o'elock on
Saturday, in the City Hall, extimined a number of
applications for license, and sdjourned to next
Saturday, on which day the final sesiion will he
held.  Commissioner Haskett has determined to
cut off the outside prosecutions by handing the
compluints over to the regular stioney of the
Bourd, The number of licenses granted this vear
so furis 972, althongh the City Chamberluin has
received pay for only 884, necording to his vouch-
era.  The number granted last yeor was 1,727,

In congequence of the approaching municipal
election, the Board of Aldermen will not meet this
evening.

The tansport schooners Manlmssett and
W, & N, F. Wins sailed on Saturday ior Balti.
more with fall eargoes of provisions tor Washing-
ton.

A man named Ragan died in Troy, N. Y., on the
29th ult,, aged one hundred and one years,

The eotton mrket wos mzon bigher on Ssturday, sl
closed at an wivanee of 1o per Ih. The sales embraced
about 1,700 bales, ebiefly to gpinners, at 27 e, per b, for
middling uplands, The flour mirket was: steady and
more active, sud firm at the close for most grades, thongh
without change of moment in  prices Wheat was
active and frm, with a good demaud for export,
though  without change of moment (0 quotations:,
Corn was moreactive, and rather fiemere, weliding sales
of Westeru mixed for export, at 63¢. o 64c, afloat, with
some lots in store at Goe. Pork was unchanged except
for prime mess, which was easier, Sales of mess wore
made at §12 50 & $13, nod of prime at §5 50 4 89 Sugars
wore firm, with sales of aboul 350 4 400 Lhde,  Colles
was firm and sctive, while the sales embraced 9,000 bugs
of R ot 15%e. alTe, and 1,600 do, Cevion w1,
Freights—FEngagements were moderate and  rates yu-
changed and  somewhat wnsottled asnd  irregular ot
the clows, owing mainly to the fact that the uuderwriter s
bl eome to the detarmination, on account of the captors
amdl destruction of the ship Marvey Birch by the Nash
ville, to raige their war policies of insurancee from 1 to &
per cent on both versols and cargoes for BEaropean ports.

To=-Maorrow's Election=Wood or Opdyke—
Is New Yark City to be Abolitionized?
The peaple ot this city will be called upon

to-morrow to choo o o Mayor. There are three

candidates belore - Ternando Wood, the
preserd incumbent  conservative); G, Godivey

Guntier (Tammany), and George Opdyke, the

anointed champion of the radieal 1 Ution fac-

tion, wnd fnlly affiliating with @ s late
Sumner abolition reunion at ti¢ o lp-
atitute,

This is o trinngnlar eontes:, sinilor 1o st of
our Lok Mayoralty eleotion. eccopilng i nraes
sent abolition platform of Moy wilih
makes a1l the difference in the world Mosor
Wood. also, in this triangul o oocaniontion of

parties, bas the prestige of swec sl Tam-
many the weakeningr inflnerce decisive
defeat, with the most papulur candidate she
could find tn serve her against Wood, In this
instance her candidate is not a man who has
been tried in the Mayor's office, and who has
thus won the public approbation, nor do we
suppose that her present standard bearer is put
forward with any sanguine hopes of an elee-
tion. The special object of Tammany, in this
instance, is to maintain her party organization
as against the rival democratic institution of
Mozart Hall. In ordinary times this factious
rivalry wonld be barmless and smusing: but
since the Sumner-abolition-Opdyke festival an
overshndowing national issue has been raised.
which demands the union of our conservative
volers against Mr. Opdyke, as the anointed can-
didate of the radical Sumner, Cheever and
oodell abolition factions.

In this light we cannol exaggerate ihe jm-
portance of this election. From the ruins of
the late political parties of the North two new
pariies are in process of formation—a 1'nion
war pssty and an abolition war party—the one
rallying to the platform of Mr. Lincoln's ad-
ministration, which is honestly laboring to sub-
ordimate the slavery question to the higher
object of the restoration of the Union:; while
the other party would subordinate and divide

of w

the Union, if necessary, rather than have any
further union with the Southern institution of
slavery. “Emancipation or separation” is the
abolition nitimatum; and it needs no labored
argnment to <how that, should the governmen;
adopt this war policy, we should have n moes:
horrible war of indefinite duration, or the
divigion of the Union into two confederncios,
But Tet the eity of New York to-morrow cast
| Opdyke overboard, and vindieate the Union
wir peliey of “Ionest Abe Lincoln,” and there

Cooper Institute abolition affair upon this issue
a great stampede hus taken place among the
conservative republicans of the city from Op-
dyke to Wood, and it isstill going on. Our
intelligent finunciers, merchants, and other men
of business, who regard abolitionism as a de-
testable heresy, ruinous to the cause of the
Union, and at war with the interests of our city,
are now abandoning Opdyke, Their good ex-
ample should not be lost upon Tammany Hall.

But what is Tammany Hall doing? On Sa-
turday night last her disciples held a Gunther
mass meeting at Irving Hall, at which, as at the
Opdyke meeting at Cooper Institute the same
evening, the probability of Wood's election was
the ruling and absorbing idea. This is an
admission from the supporters of both Opdyke
and Gunther that Wood is the strongest cendi-
date in the field. Clearly, therefore, if the Tam-
many men wish to be consistent with their
Union professions, and to make them good be-
yond a doubt, their policy is to unite npon
Wood. Let them not be deluded by the ap-
pearance of *Old Joe Hoxie" among them as un
advocate of Gunther’s election.  Hoxie, we sus-
pect, is only put forward as a decoy, to lead
Tammany astraoy, and to deaw from Wood that
balance of our conservative popular vote re-
quired to give Opdyke an elective plurality.

On the other hand, the electioneering sup-
porters of Opdyke betrayed on Saturday even-
ing some decided symploms of alarm. They
had heard that their ecandidate’s aboli-
tion affiliations were doing him  conside-
rable mischiel, and Judge Cowles was put
forward to repair these damages, Aceord-
ingly the lesrned Judge, on bebalf of My,
Opdyke, explained his anti-slavery princi-
ples to this effect: fhat as Southern slaves are
used for the purposes of this Southern rebel-
lion, 0 would he employ them in every possi-
ble way against this rebellion, and would wind
up the work with their emancipation at the
end of the war. This is a letting down from
Mr. Opdyke’s endorsement of Sumner’s speech
and of the Fremont endorsing resolution. This
is Judge Cowles' explanation of last Saturday
night. Bul mark what the Hon. James A, Briggs
suid on the same occasion. Here are his
wordsi—

They say that George Opdyke s an abolitionist,
win 1 oan abolitionist, [ would abolish Wood Trom  the
affiee of Mayur. o Lavghior and applavse)  As to Ul
groat aquestion which sgitatos the public mired, T would
leave it to Him whe ruleal in the beginning that all
men shonld be free, and trogt to the Patlitnder of em-
pires, Johin . Fromont, ( Enthusiastlc applange, followed
by sthrec hearty cheers tor Fremont, ')

Ho

What mean these “three hearty cheers for Fre.
mant” from this last Opdyke mass meeting? The
approval of Fremont's immediate emaneipation
policy, and a rehuke to the government ab
Washington,  Call you this supporting the ad-
minisivation?  Does it not ratber look like an
nholition conspivacy to break down the admin-
istration, and to use Fremont and Opdyke for
that purpose!  Could any other ohject have in-
apired this allusion and these “three hearty
chkeers for Fremont!" We warn onr conserva-
tive fellow citizens of the dangers of trusting to
such friends of the administration as theee fa-
natical admirers of General Frewont's sweeping
policy of regro emancipation. We warn our
conservative Tammany men that ihey are de-
ceived by »Old Joe Hoxie;™ that he is working
for Updyke, and that if they wish (o avoid the
finnl ¢losing of' Tammany Hall by a local and
general abolition erusade agninst our federal
administration and the cause of the Union, they
will assist the superior party of Wood in
muking sure work of the defeat of Opdye.

Tur Work or Coxeress—Congress meets
to-day. Never, since the days of the Revolu-
tion, has the Congress of the United States met
at a more critical epoch. It is no stretch of the
fancy to say that the eyes of the whole country
and of the eivilized world will be fixed upon its
deliberations; und yet perhaps Congress will
have little move to do than to strengthen and
uphold the hands of the admini=tration in the
great strngale in which the country s engaged,
Questions incident to the war will inevitably
have to he passed upon by it Fiest of these is
the guestion of how to deal with the slaves of
the rebels. Ony views have been clearly ex-
pressed on that peint, and we are pleased to
think that they are also the views ol the adminis-
tration.  Thiz war is carvied on by us neither
to strengtien nor weaken the institution of do-
mestic slavery, hut to uphold the constitution
and government of our fathers. The slaves of
rebels who fall into onr hands should be either
employed by the government in their appro-
priate fields of labor, or should be furned over
as apprentices to loyal men in the South, under
proper safeguards and restrictions.  Another
question of vital import will be that of finance;
and, fortunately, we have at the head of the
Treasiry Department a competent, faithtul and
intelligent officer, whose views and suggestions
deserve (o meet with favor. In addition to
other measures of pressing necessity, he will
probably recommend the creation of a National
Bank—a recommendation which, we think,
shonld meet the approbation of Congress. But
we will probably have the President’s Message
and the reports of the heads of departments to-
duy, and it will then be time enough to com-
ment upon them.  Meantime it may not be ont
of place to canjure Congress to rise superior te
fanatical and abolition views, and be governed
only by constitutional and national considera-
tions. Let Congress do so. and all will yet be
well,

Giesenan FreEMoxt—Save 1w reom His
Fragsps—The Hon. Jumes A, Briggs, at the
Opdyke mass meeting at Cooper Institute on
Saturduy night, in bis enthusiastic admiration
of Gen, Fremont at the expense of the adminis- |
tration at. Washington, permitied his zeal to
outrun his dizeretion.  Gen. Fremont himself,
gince he wae snporseded in his late Miseouri

command, hag set o good example of silence in
regard to the nuestions at jssue hetween him
and the government.  Hig over zealous {riends, |

from =t Lonis to Xew York, have seized overy |
opportnnity to draw him out; hut he has resisi-
eil their temptations, Tn this he has shown his |
good senae, and his friends will aet wisely in
leas g liiin to his own justitiention in the regu-

| Lur way of settling such mattors,

The Anti-Slavery Question in the Army.

It is nlleged by the abolitionists, who are them
selves alaves to the one idea, that our army, by
going South, will become inimical to slavery,
and join in the crusade against it in common
with the fanatica of the North. They look for-
ward to the conversion of the soldiery to aboli-
tionism with that species of hopeful joy which
only irrational enthusiasts are capable of feel-
ing when their imaginations supply them with
the prospect of a realization of some base de-
sign. But in this case, at least, they will meet
with nothing but disappointment, and the se-
quel will prove to them that they are as de-
Inded as they have ever been misguided.

Our army I8 composed, to & great extent, of
gentlemen, and it is the tendency of the military
profeseion to develope the qualities of a gen-
tleman, even in those who were deficient in
such before entering the service. As gentle-
men, therefore, they will respeot the rights of
others under the constitution, and those of their
number who go South will, apart from any
prejudices they might have previously formed,
only require to witness the working of the
patriarchal system of servitude in order to be-
come degidedly pro-slavery in their sentiments,
They will see, as any impartial man of ordinary
intelligence moy see, that the negroes—a happy,
healthy, contented people—are in their proper
position under the existing rule of domestic
servitude, and that they are fitted for no other;
that, indeed, any other would be as injurious to
themeelves as it would assuredly be to the com-
munity of white men; that their emancipation,
as desired by the abolitionists, would be a posi-
tive sin to mankind, and tend to the speedy de-
generation of both races. They will therefore
keep the negroes in their proper place in the
social scale, and make them work as they were
made to work. The whole army will he unani-
mously in fuvor of this,

Instend of promoting the schemes of the Gar-
risons and Phillipses of the day, this insurrec”
tion in the Southern States will establish the in-
stitution of Southern negro slavery on a firmer
basis than it ever rested on before, and ut-
terly defeat the machinations of the worst ene-
mies of this republic, who bave been for
thirty years plotting its destruction. It is
therefore a great mistake for the politicians of
the North to indulge in any fresh abolition ab-
stractions with regard to the effoct of the North.
ern army coming in contact with the slaves,
They may rest assured that they have no hope
in this quarter, and that the army, it they have
occasion to take care of the blacks, will use
them to the same good purpose as their
masters.

Some of these abolition agitntors tell us that
the negroes will become very popular in the
army, and be regarded as so many idols carved
in ebony in the image of the Almighty, and
which the defenders of the Union will feel bound
to deliver from the yoke of their so-called op-
pressors. But this is simply nonsensical. The
case, as we have shown, will be exacily the re-
verse,

Had it not been for the politio-aholition
conspirators of this country, originally acting
under the evil inspiration of the Puritan party
in England, this rebellion would never have
taken place: for it was their machinations that
first aroused and afterwards fomented the seces-
gion feeling in the South. Two bitterly anta-
gonistic parties were thus formed North and
Sonth—the one determined on the extirpation
and the other on the maintenance ol slavery—
and both equally regardless of a disruption of
the Union, and looking only to their own

triumph., We sce the result in the civil
war that now afilicts the lamd. one
good effect of which will be to sweep

away the demngogues who are responsible for
this disaster, and with them the corruption that
underlays their nefurious sehemes, The politi-
cal ard social aimosphere of the conntry will
be purified by the war, and those who were in-
strumental in producing it, instead of finding it
a source of fresh political capital, as they an-
ticipate, will soon discover it to be freighted
with the means of their own destruction; for
not a vestige of the rottenness which they were
s0 active in creating, and upon which they flonr-

_ished so long, will escape or survive the search-

ing and mighty ordeal through which the re-
public is now passing. Let them, therefore,
calm their minds on the subject of anti-sluvery
in the army, and rest assured that it will never
beeome the prey of any such fanaticism. The
country has had far too much of thai already,

The Asorrriox Caxpioars ror Mayor—If uny
voter of our city should still be laboring under
any delusion or uncertainty as to the abolition
proelivities ol Mr, George Opdyke, one of the
aspivants for the Mayoralty, he has only to re-
fer to his legislutive record on the question of
the Personul Liberty bill of this State. This hill
passed the Ionse of Assembly at Albany on
the 8th of April, 1859, Georgs Opdyke, then a
member, having voted for it. It proposzed 1o
violate anil nullify the constitution of the
United States in regard to the vetarn of fugitive
glaves, and to abrogate the federal luws, conrts
and officers.  An adverse report was miule
upon it in the Senute, signed by two repulilican
Senators, in which it was declared that the in-
tent to defy the provisions of the constitution
conld not be more evident. In consequence of
that report the bill fajled to pass the Senale.
If the city of New York will now elect to it=
chief magistracy o supporter of the measure,
and an avowed wdvocale of abolitionism, it will
be thereby proclaiming to the world its ad-
hesion to a political dogma which has been
argely instrumentul in producing the present
calamitous condition of the country. A vote
for Opdyke is a vote for ubolition.

PovLrmioians  ADVERTISING.—A  enrions  and
amusing featuve of this morning’s HeraLn ixghe
page occupied by the advertiSements oifflie
politicians who are seeking the suffrages of “the
people at the polls to-morrow. Every candi-
date, from Mayor down to Police Justice. and
from that down to constable, finds something to
be said in his own favor and against the rival
candidates. It i3 langhable to sce how these
politicians heap abuse upon each other, The
{hree cundidates for the Mayoralty, in partion.
lar. have the havdest things said of them in refe-
rence to coniracts, to shodidy, to religious intole-
rance, and to everything else thaut can he
seraped wp or invented against one or the
other, Any one might suppose that in the cily
of New York the highest test of fitness for office

| was a bad character; and there is more trath

than fancy in this, But read the adverfise-
ments, and then, if you can, make up your
ticket for Tuesday. As the showman said to the
wrehin who wanted to Enow which figure was

Wollington and which Napoleon, “All the

gape my dear: you pays your money and vou | render the election of (heir lavorites sure.
| takes your choice.”

- official blindness,

A Brave Travem Bextexcep 10 THR
Deatn  Penatry.—The administration and
Its luw officers in this city seem de-
termined to rescue our national character
from the reproach of toleration toward the
Infumous African slave trade. There has been
too much ground hitherto for the imputation
that the executive and the law officers of the
government in New York have been strangely
inefficient in bringing offenders against this law
to punishment, or in preventing the fitting out
of slavers in this port. But there iz no
longer room for such reproaches. Within the
lust six months there bave been more than
half u dozen selzures of vessels, either mude at
this port or on the const of Afries, and brought
in here for condemnation. In one of those
cases—that of the slaver Erle, eaptured by the
Mohican, oft the Congo river, on the coast of
Afriea, with a cargo of some thousand slaves on
board-—her master, Nathaniel Gordon, has been
convicted of the capital offence at the present
term of the United States Circuit Court, and was
on Saturday sentenced to execution.

This was the second time for Gordon to be
tried. At thefirst trial the jury disagreed. After
convietion on the second trial an application
was made, on several technical grounds, for a
certificate of division to enable the case to be
carried to the Supreme Court; but this the
Court refused. One plea was that the Erie had
ceased to be am American vesseel, a
form of transfer having been gone through
with at Havana., That, however, is well
recognized as one of the tricks of the trade, and
the Court declined to attach any importance to it.
Another objection was that the proof of Gor-
don’s being an American citizen was incom”
plete. It was proved that his father—also a
seafaring man—and his mother hud been resi-
dents of Portland, Maine, before and since their
marringe: and althongh it was urged that, as his
mother used sometimes to accompany her hus-
band on foreign voyages, the prisoner might
have heen born abroad, the Court held (hat
even that fact would not affect his American
nutionality. As to the guilt of the prisoner, the
fucts admitted of no dispute, The vessel was
captured when she was one day out from the
coast, aud was taken with her living eargo to
Monrovin, in Liberin, the prisoncr being sent
home for trial.

Thix is the second capital eonviction for slave
trading that bas been made in this city for per.
haps a quarter of a century; and if the sentence
of (Gordon be earried into execution it will be,
wi believe, the fivst time that the full penulty
of the law has been inflicted in this country on
a person guilty of this offence. The other case
to which we allude is that of one Cuptain
Smith, who was convicted before Judge Nelson
ahout seven or eight years ago, In that case
the Judge refuzed to allow evidence of foreign
birth to be introduced, holding that the prisoner
was honnd by his own official oath, on getting
his elenranee pupers from the Custom Houser
in which he declared himself to be a citizen of
the United States.  The same Judge, however,
on a malion for a new trial, reviewed his own
vuling and granted the application. Subse-
quently the prosecuting officer accepted a plea
ol guilty of the minor offence of voluntarily
serving on board of a vessel engaged in the
slave tewde, and the culprit was sentenced to
several vears” imprisonment.

It is a debatable guestion, and one that was
hrought before the attention of the jury in the
ense of Gordon, whether, in point of morals, it
is any more heinous offence to convey negroes
from the Congo river to Cuba or the Southern
States, and sell them as slaves, than it is to con-
vey them for the same purpose from Baltimore
to New Orleans, If the negroes occupied the
status of slaves in Africa it would be really
dificult to show how the one offence iz, in strict
morality, greater than the other, except, in-
deed, thai the one is a statutory offence, con-
demned by our laws, and the other isa legalized
transaction. Still it must be admitted that the
punishment of death is too severe a penalty t0
attuch to what is, in this point of view, the mere
violation of & eommercial lnw; and it is very
doubtiul whether o more miiigated penalty, and
one more sure to be inflicted, wonld not be
more ¢ficacious in putting a stop to the trade.
Thut, however, is a consideration for Congress.
The Executive, to be sure, may intervene, and
commute the punishment to imprisonment. At
all events no efforts shonld be spared to put a
stop to this nefarions traffie, and we are glad (o
feel the eonvietion that, so faras the administra-
tion and its law officers here are concerned. the
slaye traders need expect to find no favor or

A Frvaxcian axp CorroNy Dinemya—TiekLisue
thesrion ror Mr MeEwuisaer.—The Chorles-
ton Mereury e’ls upon the cotton planters and
factors to destroy all the cotton they possess in
the regions likely to be visited by their North-
ern invaders. It assigns two reasons for this
suge adviee—fivst, that it can be of no earthly
nse to themselves; and second, that it might be
made of nse to the federal government. We
think that a more zensible picce of advice, and
one which, at all events, is more likely to be
followed, would be for the owners to consign
the cotton to some loyal men in the ports to be
opened by the government. and then to come in
and show their own loyalty by taking the oath
of allegiance. The question for Mr. Memmin-
ger, the rebel Secretary of the Treasury, is,
what will become of the Gonfederate bonds it
the cotton, on which they are based, be deatroy-
ed? Their credit does not now stand very hizh;
bul if their basis be taken away they will have
no value whatever,  Between the gnestions of
finance and cotton, therefore, the rebels ape in
an awkward dilemma. Can Mr. Memminger
contrive to help them out of it? We should
like to ree how.

Ornye, GoopeLLn axp Jonxsox.—The first is
the aholition candidate for Mayor; the second
one of the leaders in fhe radical abolition party
of the State, and the last named the editor of
the Anti-Slavery Standard.  The three ocenpied
seata on the platform at the Sumner gatbering
in the Cooper Institute, and gave their endorse-
ment to the attacks wpon the administration;
yet the friends of Opdyke cluim that he endorses
the administration. Can any person who has
read the proceedings of the Sumner meeting be-
lieve any such stuff? Let no person L deceived
by such statements.

Look Ovr poit Fravp ox Erecriony Darv.—We
learn that in some of the Aldermanic districts
men have bean employed to place themselves
near the tables where the canvassers are count-
ing the votes, and at the proper time throw a
large number of ballots upon the tuble among
thoso that have been taken out of the polling
hoxes, and in that way confuso the canvass and
Lot
the authorities look out for this dudge. or seve-

ral men may be elected after the polls ure clos-
ed. Insome wards men have been employed
to station themselves at every election district
and throw the ticketa upon the tables of the
canvassers. Let the police attend to those
philosophers who attempt to defraud the honest
voters,

OpoYEE AND T™HE ABourmioNy Eprrons.—Why
are the editors of such abolition and emancipa-
tion sheets as the Independent, Anti-Stavery
Standard and the Tribune so anxious for the
election of Opdyke for Mayor! Read the pro-
ceedings of the emancipation gathering at the
Cooper Institute, and see if you do not find the
answer.

Opoyke axp Esmaxcrearion.—All who desire
that the Union army shall inscribe upon their
bapners the war cry of emancipation had bet-
ter vote for Opdyke for Mayor; but such of our
citizens as are anxious for a restoration of the
Union will give Opdyke s wide margin on
election day, and vote for some other man for
Mayor.

CITY POLITICS.

e

Pollce Justice.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD,

New Yomu, Dec. 1, 1861
In looking over the list of names as publishod in your
paper of this date, I find myself announced as the Citi-
2ens’ candidate for the ofMce of Police Justice, which bas
become vacaut by the donth of my much esteemod friend
J. 8herman Brownell, Will you please do we the justios
to ktate that Tam not o candidate for that or soy other
office al this election® By so doing you will much oblige
one who has ulways been & constant rosder of your paper

from its first edition 1o the present time,
WM. J. BRISLEY, Ninth ward.

Sixth Councilmanic District.

We nre authorized to state thal George Briges, ox-mom-
ber of Congress for the Seventh Congressionid uhumri. ia
not a enudidate for Counclimun of the Sixth disirict, and
that ho 18 not the gentleman of that name who has boeen
uominated for the position by the People's party in that
distriet.

Republican Candidates for School Coms«
missioners.

In the list of eandidates for Sohool Commissioners pub-
Hshed fn yesterday's lssue, the names of some of (e
ropublican pominees were placed opposite the wrong
wardy, by a wistake of the prioters. Wo give the follow-
fng corregted list of the republican enndidiies :—

Wards. Warde

10—Joseph W. Legter,
11—Richurd Larremore,
12—, AL Hill

17—Henry A. Burr.
19—Hugh Mrerrick,
20—Samue! Sincluir,

Li—Chas, Bchafler, Jobn Quackeabush.
14—John D, Myer, 20—Imvid Welmore,
li—Edward Robinson, Jr. Wm. E, Dodge.

18—8. B. H, Vanen, 22—A. H. Underhill.

School Commissloners,
TO THE EMTOR OF THE HERALD,

NEw York, Doc. 1, 1861
Having secn my name mentioned in to-day's Hewarn
ag the Taxpayer's candidate for School Commlss joner of
the Thirteenth ward, T wish to state that [ was placed in
neinination by that respectable bedy during my abasncse
from this city, nnd that immediately on my roturn 1 de-

wlined suid nomination, WA, H, TRACY.

The Irving Hall Demonstration.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE NEW YORK HERALD.
Nuw Youi, Iee, 1, 1861,

1 was purprised to find Pin your yesterday's issoe thak
my pame had been sopounced at the woetiog be ld ay
Irviug Hall, Saturdny evenlog inst, November 50, nmong
its Viee Preaidenis, s belonging to the Independent Demo-
eratic Genernl Committee, 1 hog leave to state withoub
detracting  from s merits, that [ am oot aod never
have been a mewmber of such an organigation.,

HENRY . MORANGE,
Corrections.

William Gayto has deelised the nomination for School
Commissloner in the Seventh ward, and Hernard Smyth
lias boen nominated in bis stead, receiving both tho M e
surt and Timmany endorsement.

Henry A, Burr has rocoived tho republicnn and tax-
payers’ nomanation for School Commissioner in the Seven-
tecnth ward,

Honry stepher hing heen ted by the rey
CAng, tnxpuyers’ and people's partiea, for School Inspector
in the Ninewenth ward.

Jumes A, Carolin and William Cleary, are the Unlon,
Tanpuany and Mozirt candidates for School Trustess jn
the Eighth ward. The former 15 o graduute of the Free
Acadomy.

Harvey H, Woods anil Geo. R, SBeltzer, are the republi-
can and people's nowinees for School Trustees in the
Seventecnth ward,

The Pollce Regulations.
GENERAL ORDER-—NO. 283,
Orrice SurgiaNteEsnsT MEmoroLray ok, )
New Youk, Nov. 11881 §
CAPTAIN —— PRECINIT—

The polige telegraph instrument, after sundown on No-
vember 5, inst., will be used exelusively iu transmitting
cloction returns.  Tho only excoption wiil be in notifying
thio contral office of any serious disturhance requiricg uid,
the jocality of afire, or the detention of lost children.
No communlcation whatever must be made between one
stution houso and another duriug the period of transmit-
ting the election returns, unless on an order from the
central office.

You will go disposo of the members of your command
as to insure the trunsmitting of the result of the canvass
of each tickel at the geveral clection districta in your
precinet to your station house without delay , thence to be
sont immadiately by clection districts to the central
office. The Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, Tenth and Fourteenth
precinets will send these roturns forthwith by s’]lﬂuh.l

A int | suls mu

r. ma r g tat i
transmit by telegraph,

Divect the mes who are umg;.} in hringing the returns
of the canvass to the station ae to also bring with
them the returns of the Associated Press, which you will
deliver to the special messenger duly appointed to receive
the same,

No question reiative to the progress of the canvass will
be answerad from the central office, but as =oon us the
canviss of oach ticket is campleted the result will, on
alarm, be trapsmitted to every stutlon hooae, for the in-
formatien of the residents in its v icinity, Soergeant
i= gpectally detailed to operate the Instrument st your
station house from sundown to twelve o'clock, midnight,
and Bergeant from twelve o'cluck uo il the can-
vasg ig complated.

JOHN A, KENNEDY, Buperio!culeat

Ne
Genernl orders Nos. 252 an
it ensning election to be hold
I either of the Sergrauts, wh
graph instrument, under goens
vloding of the polls until the
hia been transiorred or ren
game to the Superintendent o0 wion s 4 g
40 that the vocaney may be iy AT e i
station the same patrolmen ot 10 <o L

in your precinet who porform e
her election, reporting o the <0p
diy, the 30th inst, i either o
rerred or removed.
JOHN A, KENN W

Daximt CARVENTER, Ingpector,

The December Term of the aw Convts
Although the year is drawing o a elvs., o oaonn
of the several law courts are still heavy, auil o
heretofore noticed are yot undizposed of, Tl e ipad
business transacted recently has been in the federal cuurts
and offices, which seem to be the pregent faci of legal in.
terest, The sluve cases are prosecuted with encrgy and
ability by the present representutive of the government,
the second capital eonvietion in geveral years belng that
of Capt. Gordon, of the Erle, whe was on Saturdsy sen-

tenced 1o death.

The election will fere with the busi of the
conrts of the present week, but after the political olement
hag ealimed down, jurors, lawyers and litigants will be
enger for the legal fray.

There will be two trial branches of the Supreme Court
Cirenit, nnd aleo Special Term sud Chambers. The Supe-
rior Court, geoeral term, will sit this month two
Uranches, for trial by jury. The Common Ploas will Lold
twao trial terms and one special term aod chambers. The
Marine Court will hold only one branch for jury trials, as
Judge Maynard i2 engaged in writing up decisions in cases
aiready heard before him,

The December torm of the G i¢
this morning, R tor Hoffman presiding. The cal
is large and includes & ber of indi te for murder,
g0 that it is probable that the court will be occapied most
of the time in trying important causes.

CALENDAR FOR THIS DAY.

SrrmeaE Covri—lmour.—art 1—Nos. 1303, 1741, 1498,
1617, 1643, 1545, 1648, 1554, 1530, 1561, 15683, 1509, 301,
390, 507, 1203, 120, 1991, 1813, 1388 Pirt 2—Nos. 1154,
#7d, 1106, 5138, 628, 1010, 1110, 1160, 1162, 1164, 1100,
1252, 1240, 12566, 1260, 1264, 1266, 1264, 1270.

CoaMuon Praas,—'art 1—Nos, 1600, 1002, 1661, 1652,
1653, 1606, 1657, 1661, 1662, 1664, 1665, 1407, 1408, 15647,
828, Part 2—Nos. 15873, 1523, 1617, 1020, 1622, 1624,
1625, 804, 1428, 1180, 1470, 1204, 608 1580, 1544,

supekion Covkr.—Purt 1—Nos. 711, 1989, 2045, 7, 2567,
58w, 2570, 2501, 457, 2005, 2001, 4508, 2507, 2560, 26013
2805, I'art 2—No<. 1786, 1156, 2708, 2420, 1748, 1184,
SRU0, 2552, 2504, 2830, 25U, 2840, 2543, 2844, 2546,

THE RECRUITING OFFICE IN CHATHAM
RTREET.
0 THE EDITOR OF THE HERALTD.

Bo good enough 1o correct an error contamed in your
fasue of this morning, via: that basiness was contloued
as usual wt this alffice ¥ sterdny (Thanksgiving), Sech
wis not the eage, the ofliee being closed tthe iransaction
of business during the entire dny,  Very respectfully,

T M. SPROLE, Recruiting tnficer,
Firat Lisutenant Fourth Tofintrgs
U, 8 Basozerors, 08 Coamigd S, Noy, 29, 186 i
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